Learning to swim at the age of two in the backyard pool on a warm July day in the year of 1985, halfway between Fulton and Hannibal, upstate New York by Potter, Geoffrey
The Angle
Volume 2004 | Issue 4 Article 3
2004
Learning to swim at the age of two in the backyard
pool on a warm July day in the year of 1985,
halfway between Fulton and Hannibal, upstate
New York
Geoffrey Potter
St. John Fisher College
How has open access to Fisher Digital Publications benefited you?
Follow this and additional works at: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This document is posted at http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle/vol2004/iss4/3 and is brought to you for free and open access by Fisher Digital
Publications at St. John Fisher College. For more information, please contact fisherpub@sjfc.edu.
Recommended Citation
Potter, Geoffrey (2004) "Learning to swim at the age of two in the backyard pool on a warm July day in the year of 1985, halfway
between Fulton and Hannibal, upstate New York," The Angle: Vol. 2004: Iss. 4, Article 3.
Available at: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle/vol2004/iss4/3
Learning to swim at the age of two in the backyard pool on a warm July day
in the year of 1985, halfway between Fulton and Hannibal, upstate New
York
Cover Page Footnote
"Second Prize Winner" Appeared in the issue: Volume 4, Issue 4, 2004.
This poem is available in The Angle: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle/vol2004/iss4/3
Gpoppnnv Porrnn
LrlnNrNc ro swrM ATTHE AcE oF Tvo rN THE BACr(YARDpoor, oN A wARM-f ur,r- uv rN THE YEAn or 1985 HAl,FvitY
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Memory resonates like the riPPle
Of water after your first dive-
On a past day passed counting
I leamed to swim. or rather,
I remembered-
I remember swimming better
Than walking, my familY
Exclaiming that I was born for swimming-
I was born from water into water
And in water I find tranquilitY-
The halcyon lives on the sea
The embodiment of tranquilit;,
Calm only when solitary-
Peace I find when alone,
A book in hand for hours uncounted,
The clock unheeded, diving deePer,
Holding my breath until the end-
I turn the pages once again,
Into the waters I descend.
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